
OPEN HOUSE 

AP PSYCHOLOGY



Mrs. Casperson
A little 
bit 
about 
me….

I have been with CVHS since the *old* campus days.    

Courses 
I have 
taught 
at 
CVHS:

❑ AP Literature

❑ AP Psychology

❑ AP Language

❑ Debate (Honors)

❑ Creative Writing

❑ Horror



AP Psychology

This course is designed to serve as an “Intro. To Psychology” (college-level survey 
course). 

• We will cover many topics, concepts, and theorists throughout our course 
studies. (And, we will also pick up a lot of vocabulary along the way.)

• Students have been informed that the textbook reading will take place 
outside of class time so that when we are in class together we can enjoy 
interactive activities, documentaries, discussions, and labs so that we can see 
the content in action.

• And, as often as I can I will invite special guest speakers into our classroom so 
that the students can hear about psychology as a *broad* field of study.

➢ By giving them the illuminating experience of listening to a variety of professionals, 
they will see that there are many professions that are currently applying our 
classroom concepts in their day-to-day work experiences.



Grading Categories

▪ MAJOR Assessments:  60%

o Group & Individual Projects

o Major Papers

o Objective Tests 
 

▪ MINOR Assessments:  40%

o Online assignments 
(article discussions, video discussions, content-
specific assignments, reflective writing, etc.)

o In-class activities, labs, discussions, etc.

Recurring Extra Credit 

Opportunity:

For each unit of study, students 

may elect to complete a 

“quizlet” of 25 vocabulary words 

from the unit for an additional 

minor grade of “100.”

It is always due on the same day of 

the unit test.



• CollegeBoard: Content Units & Exam Weighting:

• Unit 1: Scientific Foundations of Psychology 10–14%

• Unit 2: Biological Bases of Behavior 8–10%

• Unit 3: Sensation and Perception 6–8%

• Unit 4: Learning 7–9%

• Unit 5: Cognitive Psychology 13–17%

• Unit 6: Developmental Psychology 7–9%

• Unit 7: Motivation, Emotion, and Personality 11–15%

• Unit 8: Clinical Psychology 12–16%

• Unit 9: Social Psychology 8–10%



Independent Reading:
*each semester* 

Once, per semester, I will ask the 
students to select a full-length (non-
fiction) text to read on their own.

This is an opportunity for the students to 
dive more deeply into a subject area 
that fascinates them.



In addition to earning college credit as an introductory PSYCH class 
(from a “qualifying” AP exam score)…

                                                  My hope is that:

1) They will have a greater curiosity and interest in the 

people and world around them… and understand more 

about how (& why) they behave like they do.

2) They will notice when others are perpetuating a stigma 

or giving false information about psychological 

conditions, disorders, & treatments. With the knowledge 

and perspective that they will gain in this course, they 

will be able to help dispel those inaccuracies. 

3) They will appreciate just how many things their brain is   

      doing for them –every day– without them even noticing!



    THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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